Archaeology and ancestral Cherokee lands in
western North Carolina

Presentation to the Asheville Friends Meeting
August 15, 2021

Ben Steere, Ph.D.
Western Carolina University
basteere@wcu.edu



Indigenous
archaeology:

Archaeology
done by, for,
about, and with
indigenous
communities




Land acknowledgment

We respectfully acknowledge
that we are on the traditional
land of the Anikituwagi
(Cherokee) people.

Asheville: Togiyasdi
Cullowhee: Judaculla’s place
WCU campus: Tali Tsisgwayahi
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Main ideas

* The Cherokee world is bigger than you think

* The archaeological record is at once incredibly
fragile and remarkably resilient

* Cherokee mounds and towns are not only sites of
historical importance, but are also integral, living

parts of the cultural landscape of the Southern
Appalachian mountains



Tom Belt (fluent Cherokee speaker and cultural expert)

Kituwah is:

e Ourreal name, what we call ourselves (Ani-Kituwah)

* Soil/earth that belongs to a third person (the
Creator)

* The place where we put down the fire

TJ Holland (Cultural resources manager, EBCI)

* “Cosmography”
* The central fires in mounds and townhouses
are living things


https://youtu.be/9GZNMBuAO9Y
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Most Indians do not see themselves as
merely the first in a long series of arrivals
to North America,; they see themselves as
iIndigenous. And the belief in tribal
iIndigeneity is crucial to understanding
modern Indian realities. The rhetorical
stance that Indians are merely one group
of travelers with no greater stake than any
other clashes with Indians’ cultural
understanding that we have always been
here and that our control over our place in
the world — not to mention our control
over the narrative and history of that
place — has been deeply and unjustly
eroded (Treuer 2019:28).



A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Such [creation] stories explain how Indian

T H F peoples and Indian homelands came to
R define each other. The Diné recognize
HeE AR B R A that they came from someplace else, just
as Americans recognize that they came
O F from someplace else and likewise
WOUNDED became who they are through struggle
K V E E and loss and hardship. Just as we might
“ recognize that Americans were once

French or English or Dutch or Italian, their
origins don’t invalidate their claim to the

NATIVE AMERICA country or alter the fact that Indians of all
PR S P SRS S kinds were here before any colonial
DAVID TREUER power, and remain here. (Treuer

2019:56).




PART 1: THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE CHEROKEE
HEARTLAND
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formerly claimed by the Cherokee Nation, and
the extent of the Cherokee Nation, 1819-1838

Map from Cherokee Heritage Trails Guidebook
Duncan and Riggs 2003, page 14



MAP

FTERRITORIAL LIMITS

CHEROKEE"NATION OF"INDIANS
EXHIHITING THE BOUNDARIES OF THE VARIOUS
CESSIONS
oF AND MADE BY THEM TO THE
COLONIES UNITED STATES
BY TREATY STIULATIONS. PROM THE BEGINNING OF THER RELATIONS
WEST oF THE MISSISSIFPI RIVER
C.OROYCE

. )

“Map of the former territorial limits of the
Cherokee Nation of Indians.” C. C. Royce, 1884.
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Figure 1. Biltmore Mound setting.

BILTMORE MOUND AND HOPEWELLIAN MOUND USE
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Map of the Biltmore and Garden Creek Mounds from Kimball et al. 2010:45




Garden Creek Mound 2
Middle Woodland Period (A.D. 200 — 800)
Images courtesy of UNC RLA



Garden Creek Mound 1, Pisgah phase Nikwasi Mound (photographed 1898)
Photograph ca. 1960, courtesy of UNC RLA Mississippian Period
(A.D. 1000 — 1600)
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1882 USGS Quad Map annotated by James Mooney, image courtesy Smithsonian Institution
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Cherokee townhouse, Coweeta Creek

(A.D. 1500 — 1700) Image courtesy of
UNC RLA
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Artist’s reconstruction of Chota
townhouse, eastern Tennessee

Drawing by Tom Whyte from Schroedl|
1986, Overhill Cherokee Archaeology at
Chota-Tanase
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18th century Cherokee towns (Duncan and Riggs 2003:17)



PART 2: CASE STUDIES IN RESILIENCE
KITUWAH AND NIKWASI
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Kltuwah M Ou nd Figure 90 C 1m3 f the Kituhwa mound with annotations indicating
interpretation of magnetic anomalies

Image from Riggs and Shumate 2003
Archaeological Survey and Testing at
Kituwah



Image courtesy NPS.

Some say this everlasting fire was only in the larger mounds at
Nikwiisl’, Kitu'hwa, and a few other towns, and that when the new fire
was thus drawn up for the Green-corn dance it was distributed from
them to the other settlements.  The fire burns velat the bottom of these

great mounds, and when the Cherokee soldiers were camped near

Kita'hwa during the civil war they saw smoke still rising from the

moun«.

“Swimmer, the writer of
the manuscript”

Excerpt from “Myths of
the Cherokee” by
James Mooney (1900)



The Kituwah Mound (Google Earth 2019)
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The Nikwasi Mound (31MAZ2) circled in white.
Note development surrounding mound (Google Earth 2019)



Caffé Rel French restaurant/Hot Spot gas station.
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NINETEENTH ANNUAL RAMCAY L. XV
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NTKWAST MOUND AT FRANKLIN, NORTH CAROLINA

Yroom phiotograph of 1IN0 furmmbed by Mre H. G Tronn n

Photo of Nikwasi Mound (Nineteenth Annual Report of the Bureau
of Ethnology to the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, 1897-
98, p. 336)












7 > Cherokee ©
Smoky e T | AR o One Ffeather

Mountain

REAL ESTATE BACK ISSUES AR

Nikwasi ownership sparks more debate
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Macon County residents voice opinions on Nikwasi
Mound deed transfer
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EBCI Remember the Remained Riders at Nikwasi, June 2020



Main ideas

* The Cherokee world is bigger than you think

* The archaeological record is at once incredibly
fragile and remarkably resilient

* Cherokee mounds and towns are not only sites of
historical importance, but are also integral, living

parts of the cultural landscape of the Southern
Appalachian mountains
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WCU Stories

Al
D e d i C a t i O n Cherokee Studies Program’s endowed scholarship renamed for T.J. Holland

* This presentation is
dedicated to my colleague
and mentor, TJ Holland,
Cultural Resources Manager
for the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians

* Please consider donating to
the TJ Holland Memorial
Cherokee Studies
Scholarship




